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Thomas was able to read the Socialist declaration. The chamber voted 
to placard throughout France the speeches of Premier Clemenceau, 
Deputy Siegfried (the oldest member of the chamber), and M. Francois 
(the youngest member), who spoke for Alsace-Lorraine, while it com- 
pletely ignored the speeches of the Socialist orators, MM. Thomas and 
Varenne. 

Early in January elections were held for the Senate by the depart- 
mental and municipal councils, to fill the seats of two-thirds of the 
members whose terms had expired, and other vacancies caused by 
deaths and resignations. These also resulted in a decided victory for 
the moderate groups, although the Socialist party, for the first time, 
is represented in the upper chamber. 

The regular election for President of the Republic, by the national 
assembly of both chambers, was held on January 17. M. Clemenceau, 
whose retirement from the ministry was expected, allowed his name 
to be presented ; but he was defeated in a close vote, at the preliminary 
caucus, byM. Paul Deschanel, president of the chamber of deputies; 
and at the formal election M. Deschanel was chosen by a large 
majority. 

This was followed by the resignation of the Clemenceau cabinet; 
and a new cabinet was installed, with M. Millerand as prime minister. 

Graham H. Stuart. 

University of Wisconsin. 

Swedish Parliamentary Elections, 1919. The elections to the upper 
chamber of the Swedish Riksdag, in July, 1919, cannot claim any large 
share of the world's attention. None the less, being the first parlia- 
mentary elections in any of the neutral European countries since the 
armistice, they have some interest as an indication of the political tem- 
per of the northern neutrals at the close of the war. 

The 150 members of the upper chamber are elected for a term of 
six years by the county councils (Landstings) of the 25 counties (Ldns), 
as well as by the councils of the larger towns. The members of the local 
councils are popularly elected under a system of proportional repre- 
sentation, and the same system is, in turn, used by the members of the 
local councils in choosing the members of the upper branch of the 
Riksdag. The constitution provides for overlapping terms, with one- 
sixth of the members of the chamber elected each year. In the early 
summer of 1919, however, the king exercised a prerogative seldom used, 
and, because of its opposition to the eight-hour day, dissolved the 



124 



THE AMEEICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE EEVIEW 



upper house, thus making necessary an election of the entire member- 
ship at one time. The chamber when dissolved consisted of 86 Con- 
servatives, 43 Liberals, 19 Social-Democrats, and 2 Left Socialists. 
The new house is made up of 39 Conservatives, 10 representatives of 
the new Peasants' Alliance, 8 members of the new Farmers' National 
Alliance, 41 Liberals, 48 Social Democrats, and 4 Left Socialists. No 
elections were held for the lower house, and its membership continues 
to consist of 71 Conservatives, 68 Liberals, and 97 Social Democrats. 
The present ministry, with Nils Eden as premier, rests upon a coalition 
of the Liberals and the Social Democrats. 

The matters of principal interest in connection with the elections 
are the workings of the proportional representation system, the in- 
creased strength of the Socialist groups, and the growth of the farmer 
parties. The Swedish form of proportional representation is the familiar 
list system, except that the voter may include any candidate under any 
party label. Ballots having no party indication are regarded as forming 
a distinct group known as the free group. The seats allotted to a 
constituency are divided among the groups according to the d'Hondt 
rules, and the seats won by each group are distributed among the can- 
didates in the group in accordance with the principles of proportional 
representation. Detailed figures gathered from Swedish dailies 1 of 
July 12 to 29 furnish the complete returns for 21 tons outside of Stock- 
holm, and show that the elections resulted in a distribution of the seats 
in the chamber almost exactly in the same proportion as the members 
of the several Landstings are distributed among the various parties. 
The following table shows how well the system of proportional repre- 
sentation worked in this election, at least as far as 21 tons are concerned. 



Distribution (in percentages) of 
members of 21 Landstings 

Distribution (in percentages) of 
seats from 21 Kins in the new 
chamber 
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The Socialist and the Liberal percentages would, of course, be higher, 
and the Conservative percentages lower, if the figures from Stockholm 
and other cities were included. 



Dagens Nyheter and Folhets Dagblad Politiken, both of Stockholm. 
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The Social Democratic gains, which were made almost entirely at 
the expense of the Conservatives, are most striking. In the 21 lans 
studied, the only instance of a decrease in the Social-Democratic rep- 
resentation was in Norrbotten. But even there the loss was not to the 
older parties, but to the Left Socialists. The Left Socialists have an 
independent organization and are supporters of the Third International 
Socialist Congress. 

The agricultural classes have been without direct party representation 
since the fusion of the Agricultural party with the Conservatives several 
years ago; and the two new parties — the Peasants' Alliance and the 
Farmers' National Alliance — are manifestations of the desire of the 
farming classes for political expression. The two organizations have 
essentially the same program; they remain separate apparently because 
of the inability of the leaders to cooperate. They are agreed that the 
aim of the agrarian movement is to awaken the agricultural classes to 
the need of united action in order to protect the interests of the food 
producers, and thereby to promote the general welfare of the country 
and strengthen the foundations of society. 2 The attitude of the 
Agrarians toward the Social Democrats is similar to the attitude of the 
farmers' parties to labor parties the world over; that is, one of . sus- 
picion and almost open hostility. The Socialists are demanding the 
socialization of the land, and on this question, as well as on most others, 
tlte Agrarians will vote with the Conservatives. There is little hope 
in Sweden of cooperation between the agricultural and labor groups, 
in spite of the fact that they have many common interests. 

B. A. Arneson. 

Ohio Wesleyan University. 

2 Stockholm letter to Nordst jernan (New York). 



